American composer Evan Ziporyn & Gamelan Galak Tika perform 
as part of CMA’s VIVA! & Gala performing arts series 


Hailed as “an exuberant blast of metal fireworks” by the New York Times, tickets to this Cleveland debut are 
quickly selling out 


CLEVELAND (December 15, 2009) — The Cleveland Museum of Art’s (CMA) VIVA! & Gala 
performing arts series welcomes Evan Ziporyn & Gamelan Galak Tika on Friday, January 8 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History’s Murch Auditorium. 

The Western concert music tradition is dotted with brilliantly colorful iconoclasts who traveled the 
world over to find themselves (e.g., Colin McPhee, Lou Harrison, Terry Riley). Into this line of peripatetic 
spirits comes American composer Evan Ziporyn. Thirty members strong, Ziporyn’s Gamelan Galak Tika 
(classical Javanese for “intense togetherness’’) has devoted itself both to studying traditional Balinese music 
and dance and to developing new works by Balinese and American composers. 

Evan Ziporyn has studied Balinese gamelan for 30 years. He is the artistic director and founder of 
Gamelan Galak Tika as well as a founding member of Bang on a Can All-stars. Ziporyn’s dance-opera “A 
House in Bali,” written for Gamelan Salukat, Bang on a Can All-Stars, and Balinese dancers, premiered to 
critical acclaim in Berkeley this past September. Ziporyn has recorded with Gamelan Galak Tika, as a solo 
artist and also with Paul Simon, Matthew Shipp, and Ethel, among others. After receiving a Fulbright in 1987 
he has been committed to composing cross-cultural works that combine gamelan with saxophone, guitars, 
electronics, Chinese and African instruments and full orchestra. Ziporyn’s accolades include: the 2007 U.S. 
Artists Walker Award, and the 2004 American Academy of Arts and Letters Goddard Lieberson Fellowship. 

The Boston-based Gamelan Galak Tika has been performing since 1993 and draws its members from 
MIT students, staff and community. The word gamelan means “to hammer” and refers to the large percussion 
orchestras of Java and Bali. Primary instruments used in gamelan include: gongs, metallophones, hand drums 
and cymbals. Other instruments used are voices, bamboo flutes, and spiked fiddles. Traditionally, gamelan is 
used for ritual and special events but Gamelan Galak Tika focuses on defying genres and crossing borders with 
their innovative style of playing. The group even had two full sets of instruments custom-made by Balinese 
master smiths that is based on Pythagorean principles and designed to work with instruments from a variety of 
cultures. 

The group’s Cleveland debut performance is a companion piece to the Gauguin: Paris, 1889 exhibition 
at the CMA. Gauguin made many journeys to islands in the Caribbean and Pacific in order to immerse himself 
in the primitive and to escape European civilization. He was looking for something outside the ordinary and 


the conventional. Gamelan Galak Tika certainly fits that description. 


Admission to the performance is $34; $33 for CMA members. Special group and student rates are 
available. To purchase tickets visit the CMA Online Box Office at www.clevelandart.org/tickets or call 1-888- 
CMA-0033. Evan Ziporyn & Gamelan Galak Tika performs at Much Auditorium, Cleveland Museum of 
Natural History in University Circle at 7:30 p.m. on January 8, 2010. The 2009-10 VIVA! & Gala season 
sponsors include full season sponsor WVIZ/PBS and 90.3 WCPN Ideastream and performance sponsor WCLV 
104.9. 





VIVA! & Gala 2009-2010 Season 
VIVA! & Gala Around Town debuted as the museum’s renovations began in 2005. This series took 
spectacular performances from many different countries, award-winning recording artists, and acclaimed dance 
companies to some of Cleveland’s most impressive venues. The current 2009-2010 series splits its season 
between Around Town performances in the fall and a return home to the museum’s Gartner Auditorium in 
February. 

The Ohio Arts Council helped fund this program with state tax dollars to encourage economic growth, 
educational excellence and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans. The programs are also made possible by The 
Ernest L. and Louise M. Gartner Fund, The P. J. McMyler Musical Endowment Fund, The Anton and Rose 
Zverina Music Fund, The Musart Society, and the John P. Murphy Foundation. 


About The Cleveland Museum of Art 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is renowned for the quality and breadth of its collection, which includes 
over 40,000 objects and spans 6,000 years of achievement in the arts. Currently undergoing a multi-phase 
renovation and expansion project, it is a significant international forum for exhibitions, scholarship, performing 
arts, and art education. Admission to the museum has been free since its founding charter. The 
Cleveland Museum of Art has a membership of nearly 25,000 households and is supported by a broad range of 
individuals, foundations, and businesses in Cleveland and Northeastern Ohio. The museum is generously funded 
by Cuyahoga County residents through Cuyahoga Arts and Culture. Additional support comes from the Ohio 
Arts Council, which helps fund the museum with state tax dollars to encourage economic growth, educational 
excellence, and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans. For more information on the museum, its holdings, 


programs, and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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